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Mother Kill 3 Children 
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1 GEORGETOWN, Guyana; Dec. 5 
' CAP)— Prosecutor -Carlton -Weithers 
says Charles Beikman of the 'Peoples- 
Temple killed Sharon Amos, a woman 
official of the cult, at her request af- 
ter holding- her three children while 
- .she cut their throats. , ■; .' .. - : . 

“He at least assisted by holding the 
hair of the children as Amps cut their 
throats, then he killed the woman her- 
self,” Weithers. told - a reporter' Mon- 
day during a recess in a preliminary ) 
hearing to determine whether Beik- 
man, 43, will be tried, on murder 
charges. “The doctor will say the cut 
severed her jugular vein and wind- 
pipe and she couldn’t have done it 
herself. . 

; “Stef any Jones, 9, a niece of Amos, 
entered the bathroom while the mur- 
ders were being carried out and Beik- 
man tried to cut her throat.' He' Man- 
aged to inflict a- cut but failed to se- 
ver any vital vein, and the girl es- . 
caped screaming.”; 

■ Weithers said testimony from resi- 
dents of the Peoples Temple head- 
quarters in Georgetown indicated that 
Beikman -went into the second-floor’ 
ibqdroom- with Amos. ' 42, the' cult’s . 
public , relations, director, and. their 
three children— Martin, 8, Christa, 11 , 
and Liane, 22. 

The bodies of .the four Amoses, were 
found in a. pool of bloo.d Nov. 18 not 
long after Jones and more than 900 
members of. the cult died in a murder- 


suicide ritual at Jonestown, their reli- 
gious commune 120 miles northwest 
of Georgetown. 

Of the 86 known survivors, 28 .have 
returned to the United States and' 18 
are expected to leave Wednesday. 

’ Beikman and another survivor ate un- 
der arrest, and some others are being 
held as material, witnesses. 

Beikman, a 20-year member of the 
cult, denied that he killed the Amos 
family. His son, Thomas, 21, has said 
he saw Amos herd her three children 
, into a back .bedroom, get a kitchen 
, knife and beckon his father; to folloyv 
her into the room! 

Thomas Beikman said he heard 11- 
; year-old Christa yell, “Oh, Mama,” . 
and later other residents of the house 
went into the back bedroom and came 
out screaming. , 

. He insists his father is innocent. 

.“He looked me in the eye in prison 
.and said, ‘X don’t care what anybody 
else said, I want you to know . if no- 
body else knows that I did not cut 
their throats,’ and I believe him,” the 
young man said., :■ - -.g. ' i; 

Beikman’s -lawyer, Rex'^H. McKay, 
.said the preliminary hearing -is ex- 
pected to last at least a week. McKay 
said he will also defend Larry Layton, 
a Peoples Temple member charged 
with murdering Rep. Leo Ryan (D- 
Calif.), three U.S., newsmen and" a de- 
fector from Jonestown at an airstrip 
near the settlement. 



